Drawing of Abu al-Qasim Khalaf ibn al-Abbas Al-Zahrawi (936-1013 A.D.). Reprinted with permission of Dr. Rachel Hajar, the editor of Heart Views [4] innovations and modifications shaped European surgical practice, especially for Italian and subsequently French and English surgeons, in Middle Ages Europe up until the Renaissance period [4] . The cover picture illustrates the surgical scalpel proposed by Al Zahrawi in the 10th century (Fig. 2) . There are about 200 such drawings of surgical instruments, many of which were of his own design, in his book [1, 2, 4] .
In clinical practice, it is well known that infants with hydrocephalus have abnormally large heads because of the presence of high pressure of the fluid upon the individual skull bones. In his textbook al-Tasreef, Al Zahrawi nicely described the tool used in the treatment of "infantile hydrocephalus" on his book on surgery [1] . In fact, a great variety of surgical techniques and instruments was described in the medical literature since the middle of 19th century. However, the treatment of hydrocephalus still remains problematic due to its high complication rate at present. Fig. 2 Cover picture shows a surgical scalpel used for the incision and decompression of the head of the infant possibly due to congenital hydrocephalus from Marsh (right) and Huntington (left) manuscripts of al-Tasreef. Reprinted with permission of the Wellcome Institute of the History of Medicine, London from Spink MS & Lewis GL [1] 
